The Claremont Colleges Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration

Save the date: Event Submission Deadline and Commemoration Events
Monday, December 7, 2015 by 11pm: Event submission deadline. Colleges and departments with events that
speak to the commemoration theme below will be featured in the official MLK master calendar and booklet. Submissions
must be made online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FNM9LQB

Thursday, January 21, 2016: Fireside Chat, Dinner (by invitation only) and Keynote Address (open to all)
Saturday, January 23, 2016: Day of Service

2016 Commemoration Theme Statement: The Presence of Justice
The Claremont Colleges Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Events Planning Committee chooses “the presence of
justice” as the theme statement for this year’s observance of Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday and legacy. The quote is from
King’s famous Letter from a Birmingham Jail written on April 16, 1963 in response to a published statement of concern and
caution by eight fellow Alabama clergymen. Here, King expresses his frustrations with those who present moderate,
sanitized views of order that are characterized by an absence of tension. King further criticizes those who choose their own
convenience over support of civil rights action, and goes on to lament that “lukewarm acceptance is much more
bewildering than outright rejection.”
The quote has implications for a range of current struggles for equality, and has significance for notions of respectability
politics that people of color, women and other marginalized groups often negotiate when performing activism. In these
spaces, ideas of politeness, restraint and reform of individual behavior undergird public discourse around activism, unrest
and social change. In light of our theme, the planning committee envisions the 2016 Martin Luther King, Jr.
Commemorative Events as a vehicle to challenge the narrative of negative peace. We hope to inspire our community to learn
and engage with one another so that we may embrace discomfort, a necessary step toward the interrogation of inequality and
toward the advancement of the presence of justice.
For additional information visit www.cuc.claremont.edu/obsa
“I must confess that over the past few years I have been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in his stride toward freedom is

not the White Citizen's Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the white moderate, who is more devoted to ‘order’ than to justice; who prefers a negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is the
presence of justice; who constantly says: ‘I agree with you in the goal you seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of direct action’; who paternalistically believes he can set the timetable for another man's freedom;
who lives by a mythical concept of time and who constantly advises the Negro to wait for a ‘more convenient season.’ Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding
from people of ill will. Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering than outright rejection.”
Martin Luther King, Jr. 1963
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